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DATA

The core bits

At its most basic level, dato is a bitstream or binary sequence. For data to
have meaning and to be FAIR, it needs to be represented in stondard
formats and be accompanisd by Persistent identifiers (PIDs), metadato
and code. These layers of meaning enrich the data and enable reuse.

IDENTIFIERS

Persistent and unique [PIDs)

Data show'd be assigned o unigues and persistent identifier such as a DOI
or URN. This enables stoble links to the object and supports citation and
reuse to be tracked. ldentifiers should also be applied to other related
concepts such as the data authors (ORCIDs}, projects {RAIDs), funders and
associgted research resources (RRIDs ).

STANDARDS & CODE

Open, documented formats

Data showid be represented in common and ideally open file formats.
This enables others to reuse the dato as the format is in widespread use
and software is availoble to read the files. Open and well-documented
formats are easier to preserve . Data also need to be accompanied by
the code use to process and analyse the data.

METADATA

Contextual documentation

In order for data to be assessable and reusable, it showld be accompanied
by sufficient metadata and decumentation. Basic metadata will enable
data discovery, but much richer information and provenance is required to
understand how, why, when and by whom the data were created. To
enable the broadest reuse, data should be accompanied by o ‘plurality of
relevant attributes ' and a clear and accessible data usage license.
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